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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Monday 8 March Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9 March Moderation Day—no classes for    

    students 

Wednesday 17 March Meet the Teacher evening 

Tuesday 30 March Awards Evening 

Thursday 1 April Last day of Term 1 

Fri 2 —Tues 20 April School Holidays including   

    Easter break 

Wednesday 21 April Term 2 begins 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Term 1 is well underway, with some fantastic teaching and 

learning happening around the College. The first four 

weeks of the year are incredibly important to set students 

up for success. I have been incredibly proud when I have 

walked around our College to see students following our 

values of respect, courage, aspiration and growth. 

It was great to see our students demonstrating courage by 

attending the Vibrance Arts Festival excursion, and many 

students are looking forward to, and a bit nervous about, 

the Outdoor Education camps that are going to Fortescue 

Bay over the next two weeks. 

I was fortunate enough to speak to our students in 

assembly last week about the importance of these values 

and how they connect to the feeling of belonging to our 

College community. It is very important to feel like you 

belong, even more so for young people, and by displaying 

and following our values, members of our community 

continue to make our College an even better place.  

As well as facilitating our students learning, teachers have 

been busy preparing interim reports. These will be mailed 

out to families shortly. I look forward to meeting as many 

members of our community as possible at our Meet the 

Teacher event from 3.30-7.00pm on Wednesday 17 

March. 

TERM ONE PROGRESS REPORTS AND  

MEET THE TEACHER 

First Term progress reports will be mailed out this week. 

This report gives an indication of students’ attendance, 

participation and progress at College so far. 

Parents are invited to discuss their student’s progress 

with their teachers at the Meet the Teacher event. 

Meet the Teacher  

Wednesday 17 March  

3.30pm to 7.00pm 

 

COURSE CHANGES 

Students and course counsellors worked together in 

2020 to ensure students have chosen subjects which will 

enable them to attain their TCE and assist them with 

their pathway after Year 12. Students should now have 

settled into courses and be working to achieve positive 

outcomes in 2021. 

If a student finds a subject is not working for them, they 

should ensure they have followed the college process by 

first talking to their Home Group teacher and discussing 

options. 

Course changes (apart from exceptional circumstances) 

should be completed by the end of this week so students 

do not miss out on learning major sections of new 

subjects.   



ATTENDANCE IS KEY TO SUCCESS – EVERY CLASS, EVERY DAY 

At Claremont College, we focus on supporting all of our students to complete Year 12 and achieve ongoing success in 

their life beyond college. Consistent attendance in every class, everyday is crucial to building relationships in our 

college community. Punctual attendance in classes allows students to confidently engage with the curriculum and sets 

them on a path to success. We are asking that parents and carers of our students support us with our attendance goal 

of every class, every day by having a conversation around the importance of consistently attending college with your 

young person. Parents and carers are asked to contact Claremont College on 62496868 if your young person is absent 

for any reason. Please note that if a student is sick for more than three days the college is required to ask for a 

Medical Certificate. Additionally, if your young person is absent on a family holiday their absence will be recorded as 

explained unauthorised under the requirements of the 2016 Education Act. Please contact an Assistant Principal if you 

would like any clarification or help around attendance issues. 

STAY ON TRACK 

We understand that sometimes you are sick, or a personal matter means that you need to be away from college.  

If you miss a day….. 

• Arrange to catch up 

• Ask your teacher to explain the work you have missed 

• Complete the work in class or in your own time as soon as possible 

• Check the work with your teacher 

• Ask a friend to keep worksheets and share their notes with you 

If you miss several days, ask for help in taking control… 

• Parent/guardian to contact the college to organise work packs 

• Negotiate with your teachers to come up with a plan of how you can get back on track 

• Break the work into manageable chunks, work hard to keep on track and stick to the catch-up plan 

• If you know you are going to be away for a period of time, ask for the work in advance  

CLAREMONT COLLEGE STUDENTS EXPLORE MARS 

Claremont College Robotics and Computer Science students recently had a unique 

experience. They participated in a presentation by NASA JPL Mars Rover Engineer, Dr 

Vandana ‘Vandi’ Verma. 

The talk, organised by the US Embassy in conjunction with Questacon, centred on the 

new Mars Rover called ‘Perseverance’ which landed on Mars in late February. Dr Vandi 

is part of the team at NASA’s jet propulsion laboratory and one of 12 drivers of the 

rover.  

She talked about searching for life on Mars, overcoming problems such as the rover 

being bogged, challenges of the environment and the instruments. One 

instrument can turn carbon dioxide into oxygen which may be useful for 

future missions. 

Fifty schools around Australia took part with students having the opportunity 

to ask questions. A question from Claremont College student Jett, asking 

about what type of life they were expecting to see on Mars was one of those 

addressed in the presentation. The answer was microbial / simple lifeforms 

probably underneath the surface as the surface conditions are currently 

hostile to life. 

As well as learning about Mars, students were fortunate to see some images 

from the Rover which were ‘hot off the press’. As an added bonus, students learnt about potential future careers 

options in the growing Space Industry and careers in the STEM area. 



TASTAFE DRYSDALE TRAINING FACILITY AT CLAREMONT COLLEGE  

TasTAFE Drysdale helps students become the best in their chosen field of study, whether it is tourism, cookery, 

bakery, hospitality, butchery, or adventure guiding.  

This month we caught up with chef Alec Purdon at his place of employment, Risdon Brook Hotel. He trained with 

TasTAFE and completed his apprenticeship in 2020.  Alec has been employed at the hotel for over 3 years and enjoys 

working with head chef Jack McFarlane, who is a great mentor and colleague. 

Alec works in a very busy kitchen with lunch and dinner service 7 days a week and on a typical day cooks for well over 

150 hungry patrons. Alec has a real passion for the industry having started his training with TasTAFE in Certificate II in 

Kitchen Operations and from there gained his apprenticeship. Alec enjoys researching cooking techniques and keeps in 

regular contact with his TasTAFE classmates as they swap stories about their work successes and culinary creations. 

Alec's passion for the Tasmanian hospitality industry is catching! After spending time with him in the kitchen, it is 

evident that Alec is a great ambassador not only for TasTAFE Drysdale but for the industry in Tasmania. If you would 

like to hear more from Alec and his journey to becoming a chef then click on the below link. 

Alec Purdon Video - Chef   

If you are considering a career in hospitality, then consider enrolling in one of our courses at Claremont College. You 

can enrol in a hospitality course to get a ‘taster’ of what its like to work in this exciting industry. 

If you have any questions or would like to know more about what is on offer at TasTAFE Drysdale training facility at 

Claremont College, please visit the TasTAFE website www.tastafe.tas.edu.au or contact me, Claire Harrington – 

Project Officer, TasTAFE via email at: claire.harrington@tastafe.tas.edu.au  

HEALTH STUDIES AND SPORT SCIENCE 3 

Former Claremont College student, Ella Polley, visited our Health Studies and Sport 

Science 3 classes recently. Ella gave current students an insight into what university study 

was like and possible career pathways. Graduating in nursing from UTAS in October 2020, 

Ella has gained a position at The Royal Hobart Hospital. 

At Claremont College, Ella studied Health Studies, General Maths 3, Life Sciences, English, 

Food, Cooking and Nutrition, Biology and Psychology.  

After completing Year 12, Ella went on to study Nursing at UTAS’ Launceston campus 

whilst working part-time in two jobs – one in hospitality and one in allied health. She 

stressed the importance of making her part-time work schedule fit in with her university 

responsibilities and not the other way around. An especially enjoyable part of her Nursing 

Degree was the placements where Ella said she experienced the ‘real side’ of nursing. 

Ella spoke about how she studied for exams, completed assignments and the differences between college and 

university. Ella highlighted the importance of taking opportunities and experiencing ‘new things’. She assured students 

that there were many pathways to success and that she had plenty of support at Claremont College for ensuring she 

achieved her TCE and ATAR goals to be accepted  into Nursing – all she had had to do was ask for help when she 

needed it. She realised the value in talking to her teachers to assist in accessing information and expertise. 

Students asked Ella questions about college, university, and the opportunities beyond. She discussed the importance of 

the health care profession, especially its employment opportunities for an aging population and mental health and 

wellbeing focus. Ella gave considered but honest responses to students’ questions about Year 11-12 but emphasised 

she needed to remain focused and meet her goals - even if she didn’t enjoy all of her subjects all of the time. 

Ella mentioned that she found the ‘trickiest’ parts of getting into university was filling out the application and was 

relieved to hear that we now have a uniHUB and someone to help students with their applications. 

Good luck with your new career Ella.  
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CONTACT DETAILS 

61 Link Road, Claremont  TAS  7011 

Phone  03 6249 6868 

Email  claremont.college@education.tas.gov.au 

Web  claremontcollege.education.tas.edu.au 

EXCURSION TO THE UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA 

On Friday 19 March 

Claremont College 

students will visit the 

University of Tasmania’s 

Sandy Bay campus. Jo 

Ingram (uniHUB 

Coordinator) is lining up 

a fun, interactive experience that will showcase the 

breadth of opportunities available at university, as well as 

allow students to dip into university life. 

All students are welcome. If interested, please contact 

either Sharon Reibel or Jo Ingram for more information. 

PS. Keep an eye out for excursion/permission forms - 

they will be heading home early March.  

CERTIFICATE II IN ANIMAL STUDIES 

The Animal Studies class visited 

the Ten Lives Cat Centre to 

tour the facilities and learn 

about the work that goes into 

caring for cats and kittens in a 

shelter. We were lucky enough 

to get the opportunity to look 

around behind the scenes and 

see the veterinary team in 

action. We also enjoyed lots of 

play time with the cats and 

kittens.  

Thank you to Rose Bray and the staff at Ten Lives for 

having us. 

CLAREMONT COLLEGE ACADEMIC PATHWAYS PROGRAM (CCAP) 

The Claremont College Academic Pathways Program (CCAP) is designed to mentor 

and support students undertaking level 3, 4 or UTAS subjects.  Its goals are to inspire 

students to aim high, through community engagement and a series of targeted activities, as 

well as building confidence and strategies for coping with academic study. 

Students will participate in study skills sessions, will be visited by guest speakers and have 

access to a tutorial program to develop their skills. To help students to expand their future 

horizons, they will have the opportunity to participate in excursions and experiences such as 

visits to the University of Tasmania and cultural activities. 

A key component of the CCAP Program is the close relationship which has been 

developed over recent years between Claremont College and UTAS.  The College 

already has its very own branch of UTAS, called the uniHUB – the only one of its 

kind in southern Tasmania.  

Any student interested is welcome to join the program with those enrolled in 

Level 3 and 4 and UTAS subjects already participating via the Home Group 

Program. Please contact Sharon Reibel, Assistant Principal if you would like further 

information. 
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